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Coalition for Vaccine Choice Praises Vote by Vermont House of 
Representatives 
 
MONTPELIER VERMONT –  
 
The citizens group, Vermont Coalition for Vaccine Choice, is pleased with the 
125-4 vote from the House of Representatives which upholds the philosophical 
exemption from mandatory vaccines and reaffirms parental authority to make 
informed medical decisions for children. 
 
“There is no liability on the part of vaccine manufacturers or those who 
administer vaccines, so asking educated questions and making an informed 
decision is crucially important to protect your child from rare but dangerous drug 
side effects,” says Jennifer Stella, parent of two and co-leader of the Coalition. 
 Eight years ago, her first child had a seizure at age 2 months, hours after routine 
vaccinations. 
 
The Vermont Coalition for Vaccine Choice coalesced in February 2012 after 
learning that vaccination rates in Vermont are not dropping as reported by some 
media outlets.  “In fact, rates are above the CDC goal of 90% for every required 
vaccine except for the chicken pox,” said Joan Kahn, co-leader of the Coalition.   
 
Since February, the Coalition has heard from many citizens and parents who 
support keeping the philosophical exemption and understand the importance of 
informed consent for medical decisions. In addition, there are many families who 
have shared stories of how their lives have been negatively impacted by adverse 
vaccine reactions, including the family of 7-yr old Kaylynne Matten, who died in 
December 2011 just days after getting a flu shot.  A total of three deaths after 
vaccination were reported from Vermont to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 
System last year; two were children. 
 

The legislature is considering passing a bill, S.199, to alter or remove the current 
philosophical exemption. Coalition members assert that the right to decline 
vaccinations cannot be removed without destroying the essential right to 
informed consent for medical interventions. The threat of the loss of the right to 
have our children attend a public or private school unless we agree to vaccinate 
them is coercion.    


