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Vaccine bill passes House — with full philosophical exemption
Posted By Alan Panebaker On May 3, 2012 @ 9:38 pm In Health | 11 Comments

In a landslide, the House voted Thursday to continue allowing parents to use a
philosophical exemption to opt out of vaccinating their children.

The conference report will have to pass the Senate again before it becomes
law. If the Senate rejects it, the bill will fail, and the philosophical exemption
will remain intact.

Requirements such as an annual sign-off by parents recognizing the risk to the
community were retained. Schools will be required to produce aggregated
immunization rates, and the state will convene a working group on how to
protect students with health issues that prevent them from getting vaccinated,
including allowing them to enroll in different districts with higher immunization
rates.

The 133-6 vote to approve the conference report marked a shift from
Wednesday when House Health Care Committee Chair Mike Fisher asked to
postpone a vote since he did not have the votes to pass the compromise.

Earlier this session, the Senate voted overwhelmingly to remove the
philosophical exemption based, in part, on the state’s below average
vaccination rate. The House kept the exemption but added more reporting requirements. Members of the House and Senate
worked to iron out an agreement to reconcile their conflicting bills.

The first agreement struck by a conference committee would have suspended use of the exemption for certain vaccines if
immunization rates dropped below 90 percent. That did not sit well with many representatives, and Fisher asked for more time.
After a late-afternoon meeting Wednesday, the conference committee brought out the new report, which did not include the
90-percent trigger for certain vaccines.

“I believed we could claw and scrape our way to a majority vote,” Fisher said. “It just wasn’t worth it. The core of the bill was
acceptable, and I thought fairly minor changes would make it acceptable to a wider majority.”

Since 1979 Vermont has allowed parents to opt out of vaccinations for philosophical as well as religious or health reasons. Fisher
has worked on the issue for a large part of the legislative session. For him, and other lawmakers, the decision whether to remove
that right was a difficult balance between parental rights and public health.

“It really is a good puzzle and a great discussion about where individual rights should begin and end and where community
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protection and public health begins and ends,” he said.

As a parent, Fisher said, he decided to slow down vaccination schedules for his children. Looking at the issue from a public health
standpoint, he said, he veered more toward the idea of requiring more immunizations.

“Most people look at this from the perspective of their child,” he said. “It’s a whole different calculation when you look at the
whole population of children in Vermont.”

A group of parents called the Vermont Coalition for Vaccine Choice was a driving force in lobbying to keep the philosophical
exemption.

Jennifer Stella, one of the leaders of the group, said she is relatively happy with the newer compromise. More independent
research on the health effects of vaccines is needed, she said. The group claims unvaccinated children are not causing health
problems, but the side effects of some vaccines are. They plan to continue working on the issue.

While the House-passed version of the conference report was better than the first version, she said there are still some kinks.

For one, requiring parents to sign a statement each year saying they have reviewed material outlining the risks of not
vaccinating their children and the risks to others seemed like a jab.

“Parents who use the philosophical exemption truly believe they are making the best possible medical decisions for their
children,” she said. “To ask them to sign a statement that is denigrating this approach is definitely unfavorable for parents.”

11 Comments To "Vaccine bill passes House — with full philosophical exemption"

#1 Comment By Barry Kade On May 4, 2012 @ 7:48 am

I believe this article understates the annual sign-off requirement. The draft I just checked at the legislative counsel’s website
reads as follows:
“(B) has reviewed and understands evidence-based educational
material provided by the department of health regarding immunizations, including information about the risks of adverse
reactions to vaccination; and (C) understands that failure to complete the required vaccination schedule increases risk to the
person and others of contracting or carrying a vaccine-preventable infectious disease”

I doubt the courts will uphold a requirement that requires one to sign a statement they do not believe.

#2 Comment By Thomas Hall On May 4, 2012 @ 8:29 am
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Congratulations Jennifer! Thanks for a job well done in allowing Vermonters to control their health. Thomas [2]

#3 Comment By Thomas Hall On May 4, 2012 @ 8:31 am

Congratulations Jennifer! Thanks for a job well done in allowing Vermonters to control their health. Thomas [2]

#4 Comment By Curtis Sinclair On May 4, 2012 @ 12:51 pm

A model law proposed for Arkansas suggested that parents seeking nonmedical exemptions be provided with counseling on the
hazards of refusing vaccination.

#5 Comment By Amy Grover On May 4, 2012 @ 2:22 pm

I think it is absolutely disgusting that we now have to kowtow to people who refuse to look at and evaluate the extremely large
body of evidence that shows us vaccines are safe and effective overall. Disgusting. And children who cannot be vaccinated due to
legitimate medical reasons are the ones who need to find a school with higher rates? That is absolutely outrageous. This is
Vermont – that could mean a child has to travel miles away. The anti-vaccinators cry about their choices being taken from them,
but I suppose they are fine with forcing an already ill child into another school district? One thing that needs to be done is for a
statewide outreach program to teach parents how to determine what is a legitimate source of health information and what is not.
People these days believe opinion pieces on the internet over peer reviewed, properly conducted studies. Sadly it is going to take
the death of children for these people to open their eyes.

#6 Comment By Lauren Benoit On May 4, 2012 @ 5:01 pm

To Amy: it may sound to you as though the opponents of mandated vaccines are ignoring science, but the fact is that most of
the science on the benefits of vaccination is drug-company sponsored and amounts to little more than propaganda. If you took
the time to actually read some of the research and examine what is being studied and how the studies are designed, you would
be shocked at the bias. Peer review does not protect against this. The powers that be would have us believe that without
vaccines children are going to die. Why are children so fragile and incapable of mounting an immune response now when in my
day, and possibly yours, we got at most three vaccines and no one died of measles or chicken pox or any of the other common
childhood diseases? It seems that the more we vaccinate against disease the more these viruses and bacteria keep coming back
in different ways. Why is it that children who have been vaccinated against whooping cough are more likely to get it than
children who have not received the vaccine? Health officials in California are now saying that 5 whooping cough vaccines are not
protective and we need to give more boosters! What you never hear in the news is how children are damaged and even killed by
vaccines. And did you know that the pharmaceutical companies who make vaccines and the doctors who give them have no
liability if your child is harmed by a vaccine? Are you also aware that the vaccine information sheet you are given prior to
vaccination – if you even get one – does not list the known risks? I would encourage you go to online and download the package
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inserts for some of the more common vaccines. If people had to read and sign this information, virtually no one would ever agree
to a vaccine.

#7 Comment By Dave Bellini On May 4, 2012 @ 5:23 pm

“…virtually no one would ever agree to a vaccine.”

If you got bitten by a raccoon you would refuse the rabies vaccination right?

#8 Comment By Deborah Kahn On May 6, 2012 @ 11:17 am

Silly! Of course I would get the rabies vaccination.

On the other hand I’m not getting a booster for the pertussis vaccine. It doesn’t work very well.

What I find amusing in a sad sort of way is the drive to blame the people who don’t use the product for product failure.

The current pertussis vaccine has been admitted to have a high failure rate, somewhere around 15% and in practice it seems to
be even worse than that.

About 2 to 3 percent of VT school children opt out of that vaccine. Most adults haven’t yet received a booster and the evidence
that boosting in adults will work isn’t in. Which means that on a population level the best estimate would be that well under 50%
of the population has immunity to pertussis.

And people actually believe that forcing vaccines into that tiny group of children will stop epidemics? I’ve got a really nifty bridge
for sale to those people.

#9 Comment By Nancy McAfee On May 6, 2012 @ 4:44 pm

I don’t vaccinate my children. The oldest is 19 years old and my youngest is 14. I believe in Dr. Wakefields research and we are
now finding out that the people who attempted to destroy him were working with the CDC and are now being charged with fraud.
Rupert Murdoch’s son was also part of the pharmaceutical company and both he and his son attempted to destroy Wakefield and
his impressive career. It was not that long ago that we thought lobotomies were ok to do and if the pharmaceutical company had
been a part of lobotomies then we would probablly still be doing them. Please educate yourself and think about what you are
putting into your child. It cannot be healthy to put the DNA of another animal along with toxic preservatives into a babies
bloodstream. Common sense alone has to make you see this. Don’t allow your guilt and fear to keep you from really thinking
about what you are doing.

#10 Comment By Laurie Nicholson On May 6, 2012 @ 5:18 pm
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AMEN to that Nancy! My son suffered “leaky gut” after his MMR vaccination. Same findings in Dr. Wakefield’s studies. Its been a
long road of suffering and no help from our wonderful Western Medical friends who pushed the B.S vaccinations. Financially,
Emotionally, Physically , Divorce failures all due to this vaccine injury. Thank you America for watching out for our kids! Thank
God for doctors as Mercola.com he is almost recovered but still has some Aspergers symptoms to conquered. As C.S Lewis
quoted ” Experience is a brutal teacher but you learn my God you learn!”

#11 Comment By Curtis Sinclair On May 7, 2012 @ 8:34 am

Pertussis often goes undiagnosed in adults but can be fatal to infants, particularly those under 6 months old. Adolescents ages
11-18 and adults ages 19-64 should receive a single dose of an adult booster called Tdap, since immunity fades over time.
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