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ROBERT F. KENNEDY JR. SPEAKS TO VACCINE EXEMPTIONS AT VERMONT STATEHOUSE MAY 5 
 
MONTPELIER, Vt. –– Environmentalist, climate change leader, lawyer and author Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 
will be at the Statehouse Tuesday May 5, 2015 at 2:30 pm testifying before the House Committee on 
Health Care in support of parentsʼ rights and the need to maintain vaccine exemptions. A press 
conference and reception with Kennedy will follow. 
 
Kennedy is the editor of Thimerosal: Let the Science Speak: The Evidence Supporting the Immediate 
Removal of Mercury̶a Known Neurotoxin̶from Vaccines and he appears in the film, Trace Amounts. 
He is also Co-director of the Pace University School of Law Environmental Litigation Clinic and a senior 
attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
 
“The regulatory agencies, the legal system, researchers and the press—those that should be 
safeguarding the health and safety of our children and providing checks and balances to the trillion dollar 
pharmaceutical industry—have been subverted and co-opted,” Kennedy has said. 
 
Kennedy says the public has a right to believe in governmental agencies, “We need transparent 
regulatory policies and science—not tobacco-science, " he said.  
 
Kennedy, who calls himself strongly pro-vaccine, maintains that the checks and balances in vaccine 
policy have been eliminated because the drug companies that make vaccines have zero product liability; 
the protections and procedures of the U.S. legal system have been replaced with a special "vaccine 
court"; and the pharmaceutical industry, now the number one advertiser in this country and the number 
one supporter of broadcast news divisions, is effecting press coverage on the issue. 
 
There will be press availability in the Statehouse cafeteria at approximately 4 pm after the 
committee testimony. 
 
About Robert Kennedy Jr. 
 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.ʼs reputation as a resolute defender of the environment stems from a litany of 
successful legal actions. Mr. Kennedy was named one of Time magazineʼs “Heroes for the Planet” for his 
success helping Riverkeeper lead the fight to restore the Hudson River. The groupʼs achievement helped 
spawn over 185 Waterkeeper organizations across the globe. 
 
Mr. Kennedy serves as Vice Chair and Chief Prosecuting Attorney for Riverkeeper and Chairman of 
Waterkeeper Alliance. He is also a Clinical Professor and Supervising Attorney at a Pace University 
School of Lawʼs Environmental Litigation Clinic, Senior Attorney for the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, and is co-host of Ring of Fire on Air America Radio. Earlier in his career he served as Assistant 
District Attorney in New York City. 
 
He has worked on environmental issues across the Americas and has assisted several indigenous tribes 
in Latin America and Canada in successfully negotiating treaties protecting traditional homelands. He is 
credited with leading the fight to protect New York Cityʼs water supply. The New York City watershed 
agreement, which he negotiated on behalf of environmentalists and New York City watershed consumers, 
is regarded as an international model in stakeholder consensus negotiations and sustainable 
development. He helped lead the fight to turn back the anti-environmental legislation during the 104th 
Congress. 



 

 

 
Among Mr. Kennedyʼs published books are the New York Timesʼ bestseller Crimes Against Nature 
(2004), The Riverkeepers (1997), and Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr: A Biography (1977). His articles have 
appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, The Wall Street Journal, 
Newsweek, Rolling Stone, Atlantic Monthly, Esquire, The Nation, Outside Magazine, The Village Voice, 
and many other publications. His award winning articles have been included in anthologies of Americaʼs 
Best Crime Writing, Best Political Writing and Best Science Writing. 
 
Mr. Kennedy is a graduate of Harvard University. He studied at the London School of Economics and 
received his law degree from the University of Virginia Law School. Following graduation he attended 
Pace University School of Law, where he was awarded a Masters Degree in Environmental Law. 
 
 


