
	   	   	  
	  

 

	  

March 30, 2012 

To  vermont house of representatives, health care committee 

RE:  S.199  

The Vermont Coalition for Vaccine Choice is a partnership of parents with vaccinated, 
partially vaccinated, vaccine-injured and unvaccinated children as well as health care 
providers who believe that vaccination choice is a fundamental human right.  It is our 
position that vaccination choice is a critical part of a society that honors individual 
liberty and human rights and should be this for Vermont. 

The Philosophical Exemption (“PE”) is important because: 

 It protects our fundamental human rights; and 

 It allows for parents to make informed choices concerning protection of their 
own children. 

It is essential to note that most Vermonters with schoolchildren who exercise the 
philosophical right to exempt are not doing so for what might be deemed the “essential 
vaccines”. VT Dept. of Health data by vaccine rather than by exemption shows that 
Kindergarten vaccination rates are at or above the stated CDC goal of 90% for all but 
one required childhood vaccines.  

 

Data from Health 
Vermont School 
Immunization 
Assessment Survey, 
School Year 2010-
2011 (Karen 
Halverson) 

The above data are for Kindergarten.  Rates are even higher by 7th grade. 

It does not seem to be in the interest of any Vermonter to deprive a child of an 
education for the sake of a declining chicken pox shot or any other pharmaceutical 
product. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,      Jennifer stella 
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Basic principles 

Informed consent for all medical procedures includes vaccines 

• Medical procedures involving known risks to patients require informed consent, 
and vaccines are no different.  

• The known risks of vaccination are well documented by the CDC and disclosed 
by manufacturers package inserts and to date $2.3 billion has been paid out to 
families who have suffered from adverse events following vaccination. 

• Since 2005, vaccine injuries and other adverse reactions compiled through the 
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (“VAERS”) for Vermont include 616 
vaccine injuries; 5 deaths (3 in the last year alone); 13 seizures; 187 ER visits 
and 111 hospital days. 

• The FDA, CDC and vaccine makers openly state that the numbers of human 
subjects used in pre-licensing studies are too small to detect all adverse events 
caused by a new vaccine and yet many have recently claimed that, “vaccines are 
perfectly safe.” 

• The risk of injury from vaccines is irrefutable even if not yet fully quantified. 
Documented injuries include debilitating seizures, permanent brain damage, and 
death. Administration of vaccines therefore requires informed consent of 
patients or legal guardians.  Remember:  if anything goes wrong, the burden of 
care falls on the parent.  

 

the role of primary care providers in vaccine informed consent 

• Authority under informed consent lies with the individual or a child’s parent or 
legal guardian.  

• This is particularly important in the case of vaccines, since those administering 
vaccines and vaccine manufacturers have been relieved under federal law from 
liability from injury.  

• While we agree that primary care providers should be part of a family’s private, 
informed medical decision on vaccines, we believe that vaccination choice is a 
fundamental human right to be made by individuals or those charged with 
caring for and protecting their minor children.  

• As such, the role of the primary care provider should be to advise, but not to 
authorize or certify, such a choice.  
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