
April 20, 2015 
 
Dear Vermont Representatives and Senators, 
 
RE: H212, H266, S87 and effort to repeal philosophical exemption 
 
     I am a primary care physician in Montpelier and have several 
hundred young children in my practice.  I counsel parents every single 
day regarding vaccinations.  Many Vermont parents are highly 
educated and have very good reasons supporting their choice to not 
vaccinate or incompletely vaccinate their children.  I urge you to 
support the continued availability of the "Philosophical Exemption" so 
that they can continue to make the choice they think is best for their 
family. 
      I was a scientist before I became a doctor.  I value scientific 
research and discovery and I can say with 100% confidence that we 
need to do a lot more research on the safety and the side effects of 
vaccines.  Based on the available scientific evidence, I cannot tell 
parents what the best choice is for their children.  No doctor can.  We 
can only educate them regarding what is currently clearly known, and 
support them to make the best choice they can.  Or we can choose to 
follow the recommendations of the CDC and national and state medical 
association guidelines, which are based on many things other than 
scientific evidence. 
     It would be a crime to force people to follow the conventional 
wisdom regarding vaccines as this wisdom is extremely limited.  I do 
continuing education on the subject of vaccines every single year and I 
cannot accept the recommendations of the CDC, AMA, or the Vermont 
Medical Society.  I believe that if the legislature actually explores this 
issue they will find that there is not adequate information to support 
the medical societies platform. 
     Again, I urge you to support the Philosophical Exemption and allow 
Vermonters to make their own decisions about the health and safety of 
their children.  This is not an issue like seat belts or alcohol 
consumption that we can with a good conscience force people's hand. 
 
Dr. Gabriel Archdeacon 
 
 
--  
Sincerely, 
Dr. Gabriel Archdeacon 
Naturopathic Physician 
802-505-0597	  


