
Monday, April 20, 2015 
 
Dear Members of the Vermont Senate and Vermont House of Representatives, 
 
RE: Vermont Philosophical Vaccine Exemption 
  
I am opposed to the elimination of the personal choice exemption to vaccination.  
Although it might surprise you, my main opposition is based on my experiences 
and the belief that such an exemption would result in fewer immunizations, not 
more. 
  
My clinic, Champlain Center for Natural Medicine participates in the Vermont 
Department of Health’s Immunization program and immunizes hundreds of 
patients each year. The typical parent who brings their child to our clinic will 
usually end up getting their child immunized. These families often have had a 
bad experience at the pediatrician whose staff will try all sorts of intimidation 
techniques including accusing parents of abuse and refusing to continue as the 
child’s doctor for questioning whether their child should be immunized. Today I 
had a new patient (9 month old female) who had a health problem but the 
parents were told at their visit to one of the largest pediatric practices in 
Chittenden County that their daughter would not be seen as a patient unless she 
was immunized.  Without any opening to a conversation or the ability to 
establish a doctor patient relationship, what are chances that these parents will 
even consider vaccinations for their child, let alone the other medical care she 
would not receive? 
  
Our office recognizes that parents, in most cases know better than anyone 
including the doctor, what is best for their child.  We ask parents to explore both 
sides of the issue avoiding the extreme propaganda on either side.  My 
experience is that when parents are respected and know that they are able to 
make the important decisions regarding their child, they mostly choose 
immunizations.  They sometimes choose a delayed immunization schedule or 
cancel appoints because their child has a cold or they want one vaccine at a time.  
Isn’t this better as far as your goals are concerned than parents dropping out of 
the health care system entirely because they are being forced to do something to 
their child without any say. 
  
That is exactly what I am afraid the personal choice exemption will accomplish.  
Parents will increasingly choose no health care for their children as opposed to 
be forced to get their child immunized.  The result will be unhealthier children 
and fewer immunizations. 
  
  
Dr. Bill Warnock, ND 
Shelburne 


