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I am here today on behalf of the Vermont Coalition for Vaccine Choice. Our 
organization coalesced in response to the vaccine bill and is comprised entirely 
of volunteer citizens. We stand for informed consent and the parental right to 
decide the course of medical interventions on our healthy children, including 
vaccines.  

You have a copy of our detailed comments to this rule already. The one area we 
are most deeply concerned about is the First Amendment constitutional issue 
posed by the DOH exemption form in question. As you will see from the article I 
provided from the current edition of the statewide paper Vermont Woman, lawyer 
Cindy Hill explains clearly the problems with the language on the new exemption 
form released by the Department of Health. 

While we understand that language was taken directly from the bill that was 
passed by the legislature in May, we must assume that there is not one legislator 
in Vermont who intended for this language to be placed on a form in such a way 
that is in violation of the United States Constitution. As the letter from 
constitutional lawyer Mitch Pearl to the Department of Health makes clear, the 
remedy is simple and maintains the purpose of the form and avoids infirmity of 
the statute. 

We very much hope that this committee will make the correct decision to instruct 
the Department of Health to make the slight changes necessary—that is, adding 
the five words "the Department of Health's position" in the second and third 
statements on the form—so that the form goes from one that violates the First 
Amendment rights of Vermonters to one that maintains them. 

I would like to close by saying we all want our children and our communities to be 
healthy. House testimony and debate on the vaccine bill was extensive last year, 
and we all worked exhaustively and in good faith to reach what was largely 
regarded as a compromise. The decision you face today has nothing to do with 
which side of the aisle, if any, you stand on vaccines – it is an important 
constitutional issue as to whether the state intends to compel individuals to attest 
to something they may not personally believe, as a prerequisite for...their 
children's schooling as outlined by attorney Mitch Pearl. 

You have in front of you a copy of a letter from a Randolph parent, which 
explains her difficult experiences at her son’s school with the new form. I have 
also been contacted by literally dozens of other parents with similar stories and 
concerns.  Your support for this critical rule change now is the most practical way 
to avoid further confusion and disruption in our school communities. And making 
this change now supports the spirit of the legislative intent and the 
constitutionality of the statute while respecting the compromise that so many of 
you worked so hard to achieve.    Thank you.  


