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Dear Tracy,

I hope that this letter finds you well. 

I am writing to you today to seek answers and clarification from your Department on an issue of
great importance issue to members of the Vermont Coalition for Vaccine Choice.

You see, in early August, we learned that an email from Gray Media Group of Boston was sent
to several Vermont media outlets in an attempt to stir up stories on high exemption rates here in
Vermont. Is this a media company that has been contracted by our Health Department?

Later in August, we learned that Roger Clapp of the March of Dimes has distributed to
lawmakers a letter containing a breakdown of immunization rates by legislative district. In his
letter, Mr. Clapp claims to be, "working to improve immunization rates in Vermont in
collaboration with the Department of Health and the Vermont Immunization Action Network
(VIAN)" and provides lawmakers with "average, highest and lowest" immunization rates for the
lawmaker's district. Is it true that the Department is collaborating with Mr. Clapp and with
VIAN, and if so, who are the members of VIAN?

We would also like to know why these same data breakdowns are not also available to the general
public. For example, upon review of several of Mr. Clapp's letter(s), it seems that the data made
publicly available on the HealthVermont website does not provide the same level of detail which
must have been made available to Mr. Clapp in order to build his letters. For example, publicly
available data on the website are grouped by school district; yet Mr. Clapp's letter includes a wrap
up by legislative district and even includes averages by district which are not available to the
general public. Why are certain data being made available to Mr. Clapp (and others?) but not to
the general public? 

At this time we feel it is important for the VT Health Department to make a formal statement in
order to preserve the public's trust and to clarify what, exactly, is going on.



From here on out, it is our expectation expect that everyone be given the same data to view and
to analyze, at the same time. Our Health Department should also, as I have previously suggested
in written correspondence, make clear to all parties that the "% immunization rate" is an
aggregate number that is influenced by class enrollment size as well as the number of vaccines in
the vaccine schedule. For example, most folks do not know that a child with one exemption from
any one of the many recommended vaccines is dropped from the "fully immunized" – and that it
takes only 1 exempted child in a class of 20 students to equate to an exemption rate of 5%. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to our questions and concerns.

best regards,
Jennifer Stella
President, Vermont Coalition for Vaccine Choice
(802) 917 3230
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