
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kate Kahn <kahn@graymediagroup.com>  
Date: Fri, Aug 2, 2013 at 10:31 AM 
Subject: Timely story for you 
To agalloway@vtdigger.org 
 
 
Hi Anne--- 
I wanted to let you know about some new numbers that the CDC just 
released that don't paint a great picture in VT.  They concern 
childhood immunizations.  It's especially timely given that kids head 
back to school soon and need to be up to date on their 
immunizations. 
 
----Vermont now has the second highest rate of non-medical 
exemptions in the country.  5.7%  (Oregon, which is the highest 
(6.4%) just passed a law this year to tighten exemptions so next year 
the number will likely drop.).   
According to the CDC, the median non-medical exemption level 
was 1.5% (range: 0.2% in New Mexico to 6.4% in Oregon). 
 
Here's the link to the data from the CDC: 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6230a3.htm?s_cid=
mm6230a3_e 
The VT DOH has also released its latest numbers breaking them 
down grade by grade, school by school, and public by private.   
By and large, the public schools do better than private but there are 
still some pretty bad numbers all around.  For instance some 
schools only have around 47-70% of children fully immunized. 
 That's obviously WAY below the CDC recommended number of 
at least 90%.  (One school has less than 30%)   
 
The data is also broken down by type of shot.  Here too there is some 
interesting stuff: 
For instance many many schools fall low on children who have had 
the DTap/Tdap shot which, among other things, protects against 
whooping cough/pertussis.  Remember the pertussis numbers last 
year in VT and across the country?  It was the highest level since 
1959. 
 



Several VT schools have very low numbers of children who have had 
the MMR (measles, mumps and rubella).  Currently in the U.S. there 
are measles outbreaks in several states.  Measles was though to 
have been eliminated in 2000. 
 
Here's a link to the VT data: 
http://healthvermont.gov/hc/imm/ImmSurv.aspx 
 
In terms of some contacts who can really put this in perspective, Dr. 
William Raszka, Jr., is at UVM's College of Medicine and also with 
Fletcher Allen.  He's a well-known expert on this.   An email address 
for him is:  william.raszka@uvm.edu 
 
Dr. Joseph Hagan is a pediatrician in Burlington and a physician at 
Fletcher Allen.  He too is well informed and has worked on these 
issues for a long time.  He is very involved in healthcare policy on a 
national level with the American Academy of Pediatrics.  His phone # 
is: 802 860 1928 
 
Roger Clap with the VT March of Dimes has written Op Eds on the 
subject. 
 
Please let me know if you're interested. 
 
Best, 
 
Kate Kahn 
Gray Media Group 
Email: kahn@graymediagroup.com 
Phone: 617 513 8849 
 


