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March 21, 2012 

To:  Vermont House Healthcare Committee Members 

From:  Nicole Matten, Barton, Vermont 

RE:  S199 

My name is Nicole Matten of Barton, Vermont. My daughter Kaylynne 

was a very outgoing 7-yr old.  She was shy at times, but she made herself 

known.  She loved hugs.  She kept trying to get her dad to bring home 

animals to love and nurture.  She loved her brother and sister and was 

Miss Mommy to them.  She meant the world to our family.  She was a 

healthy, active child -- before her flu shot in December, 2011. 

First came a headache, then there was the fever.  After that, she 

began vomiting.  And then she was cold and had purple blotches on her 

arms and legs.  She said to me, “Mommy I do not know where I am.” We 

rushed her up to the hospital -- I was in the back seat with her -- my mother 

was driving.  She stopped breathing less than a mile from the emergency 

room.  The shot had taken less than 92 hours to kill her. 

If I had known then what I know now about vaccinations, she would 

still be with us today. But she is not and since our tragedy I have done a lot 

of research about the ingredients that are in vaccines.  I have found out 
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that doctors are supposed to give parents a Vaccine Information Statement 

and give them the chance to read it, talk about concerns and to say no.  

Maybe this takes too long or is too expensive but it is supposed to happen 

because parents are supposed to know that reactions can happen and they 

are supposed to know what to look for.   

I have learned that even though doctors say that vaccines are 

perfectly safe, they are not.  I have learned that adverse reactions to 

vaccines, like Kaylynne’s, are not as rare as people think.   

And I am not convinced that there is anyone actually looking at the 

reactions so we can understand them better. Did you know that vaccine 

makers and public health departments take no responsibility when 

something like this happens in Vermont? 

There is no help for families like mine. Is there anyone in the state of 

Vermont that is following up my daughter’s case?  Is there anyone 

responsible in the USA who will own up to this mess?  Is the state going to 

continue to let this happen to other kids? 

After all that we have been through, I now have to fight for the truth 

for Kaylynne.  We have to hire a lawyer and do a lot of paper work to bring 

Kaylynne’s case to a special federal vaccine court. I should not have to 
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fight to prove that Kaylynne died from that vaccine.  I already know it to be 

true. 

Parents need to be educated on adverse reactions of vaccines and 

then make their own choice about vaccinations.   The government should 

not tell us what we have to inject into our children. If I knew then what I 

know now my beautiful little girl would still be with us. 

Revoking or limiting a Vermont parents’ right to say “no” under 

informed consent is unbelievable and impossible and should not even be 

under consideration after what we have been through.   Please, do not vote 

to pass this bill.  Thank you. 

 


